
  

 
AP US Government and Politics Textbook 

Initial Assignment - 2012 

 

 

The AP US Government and Politics Exam will be on Tuesday, May 14, 2013.   

 

Initial Assignment Due Date:  Quarter One – Week 2 

Please Note:  Homework will be given at every class meeting.  This includes homework 

that will be assigned over long week-ends and school vacations.    

 
Part I - Textbook Assignment: American Government Roots and Reform – Using the 

Textbook Scavenger Hunt handout, get to know your textbook.  You do not have 
to write down the answers.   
 

Part II – Reading Rate:  I strongly recommended you complete the assignments 
listed (in Part III) below in order to estimate how long it will take you to 
complete homework assignments.   
 

Reading Rate:  Strategy:  Write down how long it takes you to read each chapter. What 

is the best reading strategy for you to use?  Before you begin the reading assignment, 

decide if you will do the reading assignment all in one sitting or break it up into smaller 

sections to read.  You need to find the reading strategy that works best for you.  Ideally, 

you should be reading in a quiet spot without interruptions.  It’s also important that you 

look up words you don’t know.  You need to know your reading rate so you can estimate 

how long each chapter will take you to read during the school year.  The textbook 

chapters average about 35 pages in length.   

 

Part III –Textbook:  American Government Roots and Reform- Read – Chapter 1 and  

Chapter 2 

Study Strategy:  I suggest you make flash cards of the Key Terms with their definitions 

listed at the end of each chapter. I also suggest you begin to make flash cards of the US 

Supreme Court cases listed in each chapter (and at the back of the textbook).  Format:  

term; definition; with source cited in parentheses (O’Connor/Sebato 23) These are the 

authors of the textbook and the page number in the textbook where you got your 

information. 

 
  



  

Part IV - Read the Annotated Constitution – Pages 64-93  

 

Study Strategy:  I suggest you make flash cards for each article and amendment.  Write 

the article/amendment number in the front of the index card and the amendment 

explanation in the back. 

 

Part V - Study Strategy:  AP Government and Politics students are expected to be aware 

of current events. On a daily basis you should either watch the national news or read a 

newspaper (or news website).  Take note of the news stories and events that relate to US 

Government and/or politics.  As part of the course, you will be having weekly current 

events quizzes. 

 

Part VI – Reading List: We will be reading the essays listed below during the first four 

weeks of class.  You may want to read the essays over the summer and get your reading 

rate.  

 

Study Strategy:  Make a list of all the vocabulary words and terms you don’t know and 

write the definition with its source.  Place a post-it note on any section you don’t 

understand.  Use post-it notes to write out questions the reading assignment has generated 

and to write comments/reactions you have about what you have read. 

 

John Locke – Second Treatise, Of Civil Government (click on Chapter II- Of the State of 

Nature) 

On line source:  http://www.constitution.org/jl/2ndtreat.htm 

 

Federalist Papers:  They are available on line at:  

http://avalon.law.yale.edu/subject_menus/fed.asp 

 

 James Madison – Federalist Papers # 47, 48, 51  

 Alexander Hamilton - Federalist Papers #16, 17  

 James Madison - Federalist Paper #44  

 James Madison - Federalist Papers #45, 39 

 

Part VII – Political News:  The Road to the White House – Election 2012 

I expect you to keep up with the Election 2012 news over the summer, especially news 

about the presidential campaign and the two nominees.   

 

 


